John Fiske

Hence it happens that when certain views of
mine which are in harmony with those of Comte,
are put into the foreground as implying a funda-
mental kinship which makes the same title appli-
cable to both, the inevitable result is to exhibit,
as all essential, these quite secondary views, which
I should have been content never to have expressed
at all; and by so doing to put into the background
the one cardinal view which it has been, and still
is my object to elaborate.                 '                     !

Pray do not suppose that in saying all this, I am
overlooking the sympathetic appreciation which is
everywhere manifested throughout your lectures,
or the frequent passages in which you have seized
the occasion to draw contrasts and to point out
the essential differences. But I have gone thus at
length into the matter with the view of showing
you a ground for my dissent which you have prob-
ably never perceived.

I was glad to gather from Professor Youmans
that your lectures were being favorably received.
I should hope that the appreciation has continued
to grow as you have progressed toward the end of
your series. Let me add that I hope you have not
suffered in health by the close application you must
have entailed on yourself in preparing so elaborate
a course of lectures in so short a time.

I am, very sincerely yours,

HERBERT SPENCER.

The significance of this letter lies, not so much
in what it reveals of Spencer's thought regarding
Comte and the Positive Philosophy, as in what it
reveals of Spencer's attitude at the time toward
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